Descriptive Title:
Faces of the Moon-A Computer Interactive Activity

Standards:
Virginia Standard in Earth Science (1):  The student will plan and 



Conduct investigations in which:


· technologies, including computers, are used to collect, analyze, and report data and to demonstrate concepts and simulate experimental

conditions



Virginia Standard in Earth Science (2):  The student will demonstrate 



scientific reasoning and logic by:

· explaining that observation and logic are essential for reaching a conclusion



Virginia Standard in Earth Science (14):  The student will investigate and 


understand the planets and other members of the solar system:  the history 


and contributions of the space program; and concepts related to the origin 

and evolution of the solar system, galaxy, and universe.  Key concepts include:

· characteristics of the sun, planets, their moons, comets, meteors, and asteroids

Source:
http://www.yarden.ac.il/bloss/IAS/unit1_10/emoonp1.htm
Ideas:

The purpose of this activity is to have students demonstrate their 



knowledge of the moon phases by using a computer interactive model.  

Use:

This lesson comes at the end of a chapter or section on Moon Phases.  

Students will use a computer interactive website to enhance their new knowledge of the moon phases.  This lesson is useful as a review before a test or quiz.  Students will work in pairs at a computer station.  Each pair will receive the internet address to access at their station.  Students are asked to follow the story and answer the questions as they go along in the activity.  On completion of the activity, a review of the moon phases will be provided for the students.  The next activity is to have students fill in the “missing” phases on a worksheet.

Materials:
For each pair of students:



A computer with internet access



Address of internet site

Modifications:

1. Use this activity at the beginning of a lesson to introduce the phases of the moon.

2. Create a new story, as a class, that would also use the phases of the moon.

3. Have students find two additional websites that either show pictures of the moon or describe how the moon functions.

4. Have students visit an observatory at night to view the moon.  This would be a good extra credit assignment.

5. Have students watch the moon for two/three weeks and keep a journal of their observations.

6. Have students learn specific constellations in the night sky.

